
CONGRESSMAN OLVER NAMED TOP DEMOCRAT ON HOUSE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE&amp;nbsp;
January 21, 1999

  

WASHINGTON -- The Democratic Caucus of the House Appropriations                Committee has named 
               Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) the Ranking Democratic                Member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction.                 Olver served on the MilCon Subcommittee in 1997-'98 under then Ranking                Democratic Member W.G. (Bill) Hefner of North Carolina, who retired                at the end of the 105th Congress.              

"My number one issue will be to improve the living and working                conditions for our servicemen and women and their families," Olver                said.              

The legislative jurisdiction of the MilCon Subcommittee is funding                for all domestic and foreign military facilities, including barracks,                family housing, hangers, administrative buildings, military hospitals                and medical research facilities, and child development centers.                 The annual MilCon appropriations bill also funds environmental clean-up                at military bases and training sites.  The Subcommittee's jurisdiction                does not include funding for the procurement of weapons.              

The First Congressional District includes Barnes Air National Guard                Base in Westfield and is nearby to Westover Air Reserve Base in                Chicopee and Devens Reserve Forces Training Area in Ayer-Harvard.              

"There will be more rounds of base closures, although they are                not likely until after the Presidential election in 2000," said                Olver.  "I have been working hard the past two years on the                Subcommittee to strengthen the position of Barnes and Westover for                the coming rounds, and I will continue that effort as Ranking Member."              

During the 105th Congress, Olver secured funding for a new dining                facility and Army National Guard helicopter center at Barnes, as                well as a new  helicopter flight simulator and Marine Reserve                center at Westover.              

"Barnes and Westover have benefitted in the last two years from                restructuring that has brought them additional units and functions,                and made the facilities more diverse," Olver added. " That will                save defense dollars in the long run, and it will also make Barnes                and Westover more secure."              

Olver also rose to the number two Democratic spot on the Transportation                Appropriations Subcommittee, on which he also served during the                105th Congress.  The jurisdiction of the Transportation Subcommittee                includes all surface transportation, from highways to local roads                and bridges to transit systems; rail and air transportation; and                funding for U.S. Coast Guard operation.             

 ###  

 1 / 1


